
 

  

SHOWTIME® HEAVYWEIGHT HISTORY: 

BERMANE STIVERNE & DEONTAY WILDER  
SET TO JOIN ELITE GROUP OF HEAVYWEIGHTS 

  
This Saturday, Jan. 17 Live on SHOWTIME 

From The MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas  
  

See below for a note on the history of the heavyweight division on SHOWTIME®. 
  

  
LAS VEGAS (Jan. 14, 2015) - WBC Heavyweight World Champion Bermane "B. Ware" Stiverne 
(24-1-1, 21 KOs), of Las Vegas, and undefeated knockout specialist and No. 1 contender, 
Deontay "The Bronze Bomber" Wilder (32-0, 32 KOs), of Tuscaloosa, Ala., clash in the most 
significant world heavyweight title fight in the United States in years on Saturday, Jan. 17 at 
the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas live on SHOWTIME (10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT). 
  
The explosive, heavy-handed sluggers will join a veritable Who's Who of the biggest, baddest and 
most notorious prizefighters in recent history that have appeared in compelling, often historical 
heavyweight fights on the network.  
  
Heavyweights who have fought on SHOWTIME include, among others, Mike Tyson, George 
Foreman, Lennox Lewis, Evander Holyfield, Vitali Klitschko, Wladimir Klitschko, Larry 
Holmes, Pinklon Thomas, Gerry Cooney, Oliver McCall, Buster Douglas, Razor Ruddock, 
Michael Dokes, John Ruiz, Tony Tucker, Frans Botha, Chris Byrd, Greg Page, Lamon 
Brewster, David Tua, Andrew Golota and Bruce Seldon. 
  
Many of the aforementioned fighters competed in an era when heavyweight was boxing's glory 
division, when the saying "as the heavyweights go, so goes boxing" was never more meaningful 
or valid. Champions rarely ducked challengers and title belts often exchanged hands. The fighters 
of yesteryear, as colorful as they were crowd-pleasing, often made for thrilling, unforgettable 
fights.  
  
On paper, Stiverne-Wilder figures to be as explosive as it gets; both possess dynamite in each 
mitt. So which fighter's bone-crushing power is superior? Who can stand up to whose punch?  
  
Those are the type of questions that make this must-see matchup so captivating. This isn't merely 
a real, legitimate fight but a real, legitimate heavyweight world championship fight.   
  
Heavyweight Highlights, Stats and Facts: A look back at some of the most noteworthy and 
memorable fights on SHOWTIME, some of which initially appeared on (SHOWTIME) PPV: 
  



 There have been 26 heavyweight world championship fights on SHOWTIME. Tyson was 
involved in four of them, twice against Holyfield, who was in a total of six. Overall, Holyfield 
appeared on 18 SHOWTIME telecasts, two more than Tyson 

 Holyfield's debut in the division - a fifth-round knockout over James "Quick" Tillis on July 
16, 1988 - marked the first time a heavyweight fight was shown on the network  

 In the first heavyweight world title fight on SHOWTIME, Holyfield became undisputed 
champion with a third-round TKO over Douglas on Oct. 25, 1990. Vitali Klitschko-Samuel 
Peter was the most recent heavyweight world title fight 

 December 1988 - Holyfield improved to 2-0 as a heavyweight with a seventh-round TKO 
over former WBC  champion Thomas 

 January 1990 - Foreman, 41, continued his astounding comeback with a smashing second-
round knockout of Cooney  

 May 1993 - Lewis successfully defended his WBC title with a unanimous decision over No. 1-
ranked Tucker. It was the first time in nearly 100 years that a British heavyweight stepped into 
the ring with the heavyweight belt 

 April 1995 - McCall unanimously outpointed Holmes to retain the WBC belt 
 September 1995 - In his fourth attempt at a world title, Frank Bruno won a 12-round decision 

over McCall to become the first UK-born fighter to win the heavyweight title in a British ring 
 December 1995 - In a battle between the IBF's top two contenders, Botha outdueled 

Germany's Axel Schulz to win a 12-round decision and the vacant IBF title. The controversial 
result ignited the tossing of champagne bottles, glasses and other objects into the ring in 
Stuttgart, Germany 

 March 1996-Tysonregained a portion of the heavyweight title with a third-round knockout of 
Bruno, who was making the first defense of the WBC belt he'd won from McCall 

 September 1996 - Tyson snared his second world title in as many fights, spectacularly 
stopping defending WBA champ Seldon at 1:49 of the first round 

 November 1996 - Holyfield, a 25-1 underdog, battered Tyson en route to an 11th-round TKO 
and the WBA title.  With the victory, Holyfield joined Muhammad Ali as boxing's only three-
time heavyweight champions 

 November 1996 - Moorer retained the IBF crown by stopping top contender Botha in the 12th 

round 
 The Bite Fight, June 1997 - In what was billed as the No. 1 boxing event of the decade, 

three-time world champion Holyfield kept his WBA belt after former undisputed heavyweight 
kingpin Tyson was disqualified following the third round for twice biting Holyfield on the ear 

 November 1997 - In a world title unification bout, WBA champion Holyfield dropped his IBF 
counterpart, Moorer, five times en route to a dominant eighth-round TKO 

 January 1999 - Tyson made a thunderous return to the ring, winning his first start in more 
than 18 months on a stunning one punch, fifth-round knockout over ex-world champ Botha 

 March 1999 - In one of the most exciting heavyweight fights of the decade, Holyfield was 
triumphant by 10th-round TKO over Dokes  

 December 1999 - Vitali Klitschko retained the WBO belt with 10th-round TKO over Obed 
Sullivan 

 January 2000 -Tyson knocked down Julius Francis five times -- twice in the first round, 
and three times in the second -- en route to a second-round TKO (it was stopped at 1:03) 

 August 2000 - Holyfield became the first boxer to capture the world heavyweight title four 
times, taking a close, unanimous 12-round decision over Ruiz to attain the vacant WBA 
championship 

 March 2001- Ruiz became the first Latino heavyweight champion after a stunning 12-round 
unanimous decision over four-time champ Holyfield to capture the WBA crown 



 

 October 2003 - Three-time world champion and IBF cruiserweight belt-holder James 
Toney scored one knockdown en route to a ninth-round TKO of Holyfield 

 October 2004 - Former WBO champ Wladimir Klitschko survived a fourth-round knockdown 
and a nasty cut to narrowly escape in his SHOWTIME debut with a fifth-round technical 
split decision over DaVarryl Williamson 

 April 2006 - A huge underdog making his first start in 16 months, Sergei Liakhovich 
scored a shocking 12-round unanimous decision over defending champion Brewster to 
garner the WBO title 

 September 2006 - Samuel Peter proved to be Toney's worst nightmare, winning a hotly 
disputed 12-round split decision in a hard-fought WBC elimination brawl 

 September 2007 - In another brutal battle, Peter took the rematch against Toney on a 
convincing 12-round unanimous decision 

 October 2007 - The favored Peter survived three knockdowns by Jameel McCline to rally 
and retain the WBC interim title on a unanimous decision  

 October 2008 - Vitali Klitschko, 37, making his first start in nearly four years, manufactured 
a marvelous eighth-round TKO over Samuel Peter in Berlin, Germany. Klitschko's history-
making triumph marked the first time that two brothers held heavyweight titles 
simultaneously. At the time Klitschko's younger brother, Wladimir, was the IBF and WBO 
world champion   

# # # 
  

"RETURN TO GLORY":  STIVERNE VS. WILDER, a 12-round fight for Stiverne's WBC 
Heavyweight Championship taking place Saturday, Jan. 17 at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in 
Las Vegas, is co-promoted by Don King Productions and Golden Boy Promotions and 
sponsored by Corona and Mexico - Live It To Believe It!.  In the 12-round co-feature, unbeaten 
WBC Super Bantamweight World Champion Leo Santa Cruz defends against Jesus Ruiz and 
undefeated Amir Imam meets Fidel Maldonado Jr. in a 10-round super lightweight bout for the 
WBC Continental Americas Super Lightweight Title. The event will take place at the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena in Las Vegas, Nev., and will air live on SHOWTIME (10:00 p.m. ET/ 7:00 p.m. PT). 
The telecast will also be available in Spanish via secondary audio programming (SAP). 
Preliminary bouts will be televised live on SHOWTIME EXTREME® (8:00 p.m. ET/PT, delayed on 
the West Coast). 
  
Tickets for the event are on sale and priced at $500, $350, $250, $125 and $50, not including 
applicable service charges and taxes. Tickets are limited to eight (8) per person with a limit of four 
(4) at the $50 price range.  To charge by phone with a major credit card, call Ticketmaster at (800) 
745-3000.  Tickets also are available at www.mgmgrand.com or www.ticketmaster.com. 
  
For more information visit www.donking.com, www.goldenboypromotions.com and 
www.sports.sho.com, follow on Twitter @GoldenBoyBoxing, @BStiverne, @BronzeBomber, 
@SHOSports and @MGMGrand and become a fan on Facebook 
at www.Facebook.com/GoldenBoyBoxing and www.facebook.com/SHOBoxing, or visit 
SHOWTIME Boxing Blog at http://theboxingblog.sho.com/. 
  
CONTACTS:  
John Beyrooty, Don King Productions/BZA: (562) 233-7477 
Ed Keenan, Don King Productions/EMC:  (609) 399-1330 
Ramiro Gonzalez/Cecilia Zuniga, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 489-5631 
Kelly Swanson/Lisa Milner, Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500 



Stefan Friedman/Kristen Rockwell, Mercury for Golden Boy Promotions: (323) 308-8598 
Chris DeBlasio, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1633 
Matt Donovan, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1663 
Flo Jocou, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-7319  
John Beyrooty/Jared Kaufer, BZA/Showtime: (562) 233-7477/(818) 621-1111 
Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6724 
Kristen Cadenhead, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6729 
Media Credentials: www.magnamedia.com   
  
  

  

 


